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STRATEGIC PLANNING CONTEX

St Leonards has been identified in the Sydney Metro Strategy as a “specialist centre”.  A “specialist centre” is described in the Metro Strategy as:

Areas containing major airports, ports, hospitals, universities, research and business activities that perform vital economic and employment roles across the metropolitan area.  The way they interact with the rest of the city is complex and growth and change in and around them must be planned very carefully.

Located in St Leonards is the Royal North Shore Hospital Complex and research centre, the TAFE and the College of Law. 

St Leonards has been identified also in the Inner North Subregional Strategy as a Specialist Centre providing important employment growth. The Inner North Subregional Strategy sets a target of 33,000 jobs for St Leonards by 2031 which is an increase of around 8,000 jobs.  It also targets between 2,000 and 3,000 more dwellings for the centre over this period.  A concept plan for the redevelopment of the Royal North Shore Hospital has been approved by the Minister for Planning which includes provision for a new hospital, community health and research facilities consolidated in the central part of its current site, new access roads and car parking and leaving land along Herbert Street available for redevelopment for residential and commercial.

In 2006 the St Leonards Strategy was completed in conjunction with the three councils and the Department of Planning in order to achieve a coordinated approach to planning for the future of the centre.  The strategy adopted the following Vision for the Future:

St Leonards will continue to develop as one of the major employment centres for knowledge –based industries within the Sydney metropolitan region, by capitalising on its location within Sydney’s “global arc” and building on opportunities arising from its excellent accessibility and co-location with regional scaled health and educational facilities.

New and diverse housing opportunities will also continue to emerge and be supported by convenience shopping, cafes, bars, entertainment venues, community facilities, a high quality environment and excellent public transport, walking and cycling accessibility, creating a desirable place for cosmopolitan urban living.

New development and public domain improvements will create a more consistent and high quality image throughout the centre, leading to an identifiable ” sense of place”.

The Strategy vision and recommendations form the basis for the proposed controls for St Leonards in the soon to be exhibited WLEP 2009.

